AS3355A (3 credits)

Sequential Art: A Serious Look at Comics
The Corcoran College of Art + Design

Dept. of Academic Studies Fall 2006
Tuesday 12:30-3:15 pm Room 14A
Instructor: Anastasia Salter

Email: anastasia@selfloud.net
Sequential Art: A Serious Look at Comics
The big screen is filled with recent examples of comics adapted for a mass "film" audience. From X-Men and Spiderman to Sin City and Ghost World, these films have reminded us that comic works do more than fill a niche countercultural role. We will be looking at the cultural and literary place of "sequential art," whether it takes the form of editorial cartoons in the New Yorker or alternative graphic novels. As we journey through the development of comics from zines and the golden age of superhero comics to current very niche avant garde publications and web comics, we will consider their particular appeal as well as their future role in a digital age.
Assignments
All assignments for this course are to be completed as sequential art, using the descriptive and analytical capabilities of the form as seen in Scott McCloud’s Understanding Comics, Larry Gonick’s History, and other provided examples. The workload consists of three one page assignments and a more substantial final project. The final project is a work of sequential art analyzing an aspect of comics or a particular work in light of the discussions and readings in class. The exact length, nature, and form of the sequential essay piece will be determined through individual consultation. 
Grading 

Grading is broken down as follows: 40% assignments, 30% participation and in class exercises, and 30% midterm examination. Participation is to be achieved both through preparation and active discussion in class and through in class writings. Plagiarism, persistent absence (upwards of 3) or continual lateness will all be grounds for failure following the guidelines set forth in your student handbook.

Required Readings

Understanding Comics. Scott McCloud. 
Maus (Volume I and II). Art Spiegelman.
Wonder Woman Archives Volume I. William Marston.

Watchmen. Alan Moore.
The course books are available at the George Washington University Bookstore, or online through various retailers.  
It is recommended but not required that you purchase:

Reinventing Comics. Scott McCloud. 
Comics, Comix & Graphic Novels: A History of Comic Art. Roger Sabin.
September 5th: Introduction to Comics
Course Overview

September 12th: Defining the Comic
Readings:

   Understanding Comics, Scott McCloud: 1 to 93
September 19th
Reading the Comic
Readings:

   Understanding Comics, Scott McCloud: 94 to 161
   Tell me Something, Jason (handout)
   Troglodytes, Marcel Ruijters (handout)
September 26th
Understanding the Comic
Readings:

   Understanding Comics, Scott McCloud: 162 to 215
Due:

   Assignment One: One page “dissection” of a sequence of comic panels

October 3rd
The Superhero
Readings:
   Comics, Comix & Graphic Novels—Superheroes (57 to 66, handout)

   Superman Excerpt (handout)
   “Superman’s Moral Evolution,” Peter Lloyd (handout)
   Superhero: The Secret Origin of a Genre, Peter Coogan (24 to 43, handout)

   Cartoon Guide to the History of the US, Larry Gonick (291 to 303, handout)

October 10th
Wonder Woman
Readings:


   Wonder Woman Archives, Volume I.
   Comics, Comix & Graphic Novels—Something for the Girls (81 to 91)

   From Girls to Grrlz, Trina Robbins (49 to 84, handout)
Due:

   Assignment Two: Create the “first page” of a superhero introduction
October 17th
Maturing Superheroes
Readings:

   Watchmen

   Promethea, Alan Moore (handout)
   Batman: The Dark Knight Returns, Frank Miller (handout)

   Cartoon Guide to the History of the US, Larry Gonick (346 to 354, handout)
October 24th
Midterm Exam
October 31st
Politics in Comics
Readings:

   “Superman, Patriotism, and doing the Ultimate Good,” Paul Levinson (handout)

   Comics, Comix & Graphic Novels—Going Underground (92 to 129, handout)
   Speechless, Peter Kruper (handout)

   V for Vendetta, Alan Moore (handout)
November 7th
Alternative Comics
Readings
   Maus, Art Spiegelman. Volumes I and II
   Comics, Comix & Graphic Novels—Alternative Visions (177 to 215, handout)
   Strangers in Paradise, Terry Moore (handout)
Due:
   Assignment Three: A one page “response” to a political comic
November 14th
Comics and September 11th
Readings:

   In the Shadow of No Towers, Art Spiegelman (handout)
   9/11 in Comics:      

   www.authentichistory.com/images/attackonamerica/comics/911comics_01.html

November 21st
“Foreign” Comics
Readings:
   Comics, Comix & Graphic Novels—International Influences (216 to 235, handout)

   “Sewer,” The Push Man and Other Stories, Yoshihiro Tatsumi (83 to 90, handout)
   Ghost in the Shell, Masamune Shirow (handout)
November 28th
Web Comics
Readings:
   Reinventing Comics, Scott McCloud (200 to 238, handout)

   The Book of Merl: www.e-merl.com/ism/index.htm

   Zot!: http://www.scottmccloud.com/comics/zot/zot-01/zot-01.html
   Five Ways to Love a Cockroach:

   www.twentysevenletters.com/comics/cockroach/content.html
December 5th
Final Projects Due!

Presentation of and discussion of projects
Comics on the big screen
December 12th
The Future of Comics
Short in class final!   
